
Environment Council 

of Rhode Island 

Attendance: John Torgan, Sylvia Weber, Channing Jones, Alex Durand, Christian Petroske, Jerry Elmer, Stephan Wollenberg, Max Greene, Katherine Gibson, Jessica Blackledge, Paul Beaudette, Greg Gerritt, Abigail Anthony, Judy Colaluca, lauren Carson, Susan Korte, Jamie Rhodes, Tricia Jedele, Meg Kerr, Jack Schempp, Michael Roles, Jane Austin, Rupert Friday, Mike Rubin.

ECRI President Trish called the meeting to order.

Officers' Reports

Secretary's Report: With no changes or amendments to the February 4, 2013 meeting minutes, a motion passed to accept the minutes.

Treasurer's Report: Greg reported. Current Balances:

Ed Fund:
$46555.96

ECRI:

$28564.26

Motion to accept the Treasurer's report was approved.

Chafee Awards' Dinner is scheduled for Friday May 3, 2013 at the Marriott in Providence. 15 applications[image: image1.png]


 were received and winners to be announced later in March. Paul encouraged members to take out ads in the ad book.

Jane Austin reported on a request for ECRI Fund to act as fiscal agent for the Student Recycling Club.  It is a $5k grant; ECRI Fund management fee is $250.00.  Motion approved for ExComm to move forward with due diligence.

New financial reporting is to be ready next month; we are interviewing Quickbooks training and consulting support for Greg on this project at 2 hours per month at a cost of about $110. Direct questions on this to Jane.  More on this next month.

President's report:  ExComm voted to send letter to Senators in support of land/Water Conservation Fund. Motion to send letter was approved.

ExComm voted to send letter re: supporting smart growth project/EPA grant for RI-DOA for climate change and RI Resilience project.  

Deepwater hearing on March 16; SAMP sub-committee; pre-conference and fee waiver discussion March 6, 2013.

Commission Reports

Climate Change: Meg reported that 2 sub-committees are meeting:  Health 3/7/13 at 9:00 at 12:00 at the Warwick LIbrary and Natural Resources 3/11/13 at DEM.

NWF: Don, Jack and Mike and Paul are attending the NWF Annual meeting on 3/14/13. 

Energy: No report.

SAMP: No report.

DG Board: OER bill with 4 changes in distributive generative statement.

Providence Task Force: No report.

Legislative Agenda

Trish reported that the environmental bills are organized in the handout by category.  Each bill will be discussed and we will make determinations about each one. This is a living document and we can revisit in future meetings.  Mike added that any organization taking the lead on any bill please comment during the discussion.

Land Conservation

H5036, S0018 hold

H5191 out

H5307 hold

H5386 S0214 support

H5480 S0405 out

S0517 hold

H5633 support

H5703 oppose

Energy

H5116 S0127 Support

S0028 out

S0128 out

S0129 out

H5558 out

H5579 out

Government Affairs

H5378, S0122 Hold

S0123 out

S0063 out

H5356 S0120 Hold

H5549 Hold

H578 out

Transportation

H5073 Support

S0027 out

H5225 support

H5413 oppose

Waste

H5048 Hold

H5264 S0406 hold

S0261 support

H5403 support

H5523 hold

S0190 hold

Health

H5244 support

H5230 support

H5423 support

H5278 support

H5617, S0520 oppose

Water

H5425 oppose

H5357 hold

H5534 out

H5535 support

H6548 hold

Rupert suggested adding sponsors names and Jane was concerned about bills that sneak in over the session.

This list will be made available to all members to weigh in on prior to next membership meeting. 

Member reports

Greg: compost conference 3/22 at Johnson and Wales. Conference

on economic justice 10/12/13.

Meg: land and Waste summit 3/9.

Interfaith Power and Light: 3/7/13 conference at RWU

Mike: thanks to all for their patience on legislation priority discussion.

Sue: Please start adding Earth Day events to the calendars.

Submitted by,

Lauren Carson

Secretary


